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belabour the Kiev Government. " If you want food, cry
' Death to the Rada !' . . . The Rada has dug its grave by
its Judas-like treachery." l

In the meantime the doctrinal discussions between
Kuhlmann and Trotsky had reached a point of exhaustion.
Trotsky realized that the progress made in the negotiations
with the Ukrainians, which he had been unable to control,
seriously menaced his position, and in addition, he was
anxious to return to Petrograd (where the Constituent
Assembly was due to open in the near future) for a more
intimate exchange of views with Lenin than was possible
over the private wire from Brest-Litovsk. He was not yet
prepared to give up the battle, but a brief interval would
delay matters still further, and he was anxious to gain
Lenin's approval for a new line of policy which should
confound the Germans and yet save the Bolshevik face.

Kuhlmann also apparently thought that such use as
these discussions had ever had was exhausted, and there-
fore proposed to force the issue, assigning once more to
Hoffmann the task of speaking out. On January 18 the
Secretary of State, reverting to many previous arguments,
emphasized the German reservation that the people of
the occupied territories were not sufficiently experienced
politically for popular referenda to be held, and that the
institutions already in existence must be developed for this
purpose. What must be prevented at all costs was the spread
of revolution to these regions, already sufficiently devastated
by war. Trotsky sarcastically enquired as to the exact area
to be embraced by the German principle of self-determina-
tion. For answer the Secretary of State turned to Hoffmann,
who spread a great staff map upon the table. A blue line,
which the General indicated with his thumb as he explained
the position, ran north from Brest-Litovsk to the Baltic,
demonstrating the future frontier between Germany and
Russia. It separated from the old Russian Empire most
1 Pravda, January 15, 1918.